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Fu	  Xianli	  

Equality and Freedom 

 
In	  “Harrison	  Bergeron”,	  Harrison	  suffered	  in	  the	  equality	  environment	  that	  the	  
government	  set	  up	  for	  citizens	  like	  him.	  The	  equality	  he	  has	  is	  not	  real	  equality	  but	  
just	  superficial	  equality.	  That	  equality	  is	  not	  only	  harmful	  for	  him,	  but	  also	  caused	  
him	  to	  struggle.	  The	  real	  equality	  is	  a	  learned	  behavior	  and	  cannot	  result	  from	  
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Harrison Bergeron: The Definition of Equality 

 

 Presenting a vision of the future while criticizing today’s trends has become a 

popular writing style for many authors who wish to send a message about the possibilities 

of the future. For example, George Orwell’s novel 1984, written in the year 1949 when 

totalitarianism was thriving (www.george-orwell.org), questioned the system of 

government and what life was to become under this system. Another exceptional example 

of this style of writing is “Harrison Bergeron”, a short story that closely examines the 

stereotypes and discrimination and gives readers a glimpse into a future where human 

beings repress their originality in order to make people “equal.” Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.’s 

political satire “Harrison Bergeron” questions the definition of equality and democracy as 

it is in the world today, and what it could become in the future. 

 

  Throughout history, there have been many different definitions of equality. 

Democracy has emerged, a system of government that emphasizes equality and allows 

the people to have a voice in the political process. Human rights awareness has increased. 

However, despite how far society has come in accepting those who do not fit into its 

ideals, prejudice and the setting of limitations and stereotypes still occurs. Life has been, 

and continues to be, one continuous struggle: the struggle for equal rights for all. But 

what, after all, is equality? It is through questioning this elusive concept that great 

literature has been created.  

 

 Vonnegut’s eponymous character, Harrison Bergeron, attempts to break through 

the barriers society has set for him, but ultimately fails. Similarly, the hero of George 

Orwell’s classic eventually succumbs to the totalitarian regime of Big Brother. It is clear 

what message the authors are sending: if we do not do something to change our world 

now, it will be futile for anyone to attempt to do so in the future. In order to do so, we 

must break free of our limitations and challenge the authority that suppresses us. 

 

 




